Prostitution in Europe
received and so utterly demoralized by their way of life that they made no effort to recover their freedom even if opportunity offered.49
The conscience of those authorities who are still willing to tolerate bordells, provided girls are not involuntarily forced into them, has revolted on another point, viz., the exploitation of the women by the keepers. For the bordell is a business. Though theoretically only a convenient place for the gratification of uncontrollable desire, it is practically an establishment.so conducted as to fill the pockets of the owners, the inmates being forced to receive the maximum number of guests that can be obtained, after which they are victimized out of their earnings on every conceivable pretext.50
Recent alterations in the police regulations seek to pro-tett the bordell women against exploitation; but no amount of menace or oversight suffices*tp procure the enforcement of the simplest precautionary regulations. One of the most disgusting aspects of bordell life is the forced consumption of alcohol; the customer on entering is plied with drink, and of course the inmates share; conviviality is procured by general and continuous indulgence in beer, wine, and champagne. In order to prevent complete physical disorganization on the part of the women and to restrict the commerce in volume, the sale or use of liquor is forbidden in the bordells of Brussels, Al-tona, Hamburg, Stuttgart, Bremen, and other cities. But it goes on openly and -flagrantly, nevertheless. An Al-
49 Schneider, loc. cit, pp. 171-2.
50 See p. 257.   For a detailed account of the exploitation of inmates in Paris, see Fiaux, Les Maisons de Tolerance (Third Edition. Paris, 1896) Chapter VII.
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